CH 8 THE VICTOR COMPANY OF JAPAN 
PARSLEY AND WATER PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 
THE VICTOR COMPANY OF JAPAN 


Duncan Macrea and Marlainer walk through a maze of semi-detached houses from the train 
station to a skyscraper and enter the galls fronted reception of MOSS TOWERS . 


They take the elevator to the thirteenth floor and enter a waiting room ,with a lemon tiled 
carpet and high polystyrene tile ceiling illuminated with strip lights, and check-in with a 
secretary . 


They walk from the desk and sit on leather arm chairs below a window, by the coffee table 
piled high with out of date yoga magazines next to a rubber plant . 


Oliver comes out with ex lib dem leader Menzies Campbell and the two political dignitaries 
shake hands. Oliver stands to attention and salutes him. 


MOSS Your right Menzies, an ongoing referendum on political reform is what this 
country needs. At least your boy is deputy PM now. 


Campbell Stand at ease Oliver, your heart is in the right place ,you can let NICK CLEGG 
retire and raise tulips in his front garden . 


MOSS Well some people will agree with you. Have you met my commercial 
counterpart here” he says, introducing the LIB-DEM leader to Duncan and Marlainer. 


Duncan gets up from reading the out of date yoga magazines and stands to attention while 
shaking hands with Menzies 


MACREA PLEASED TO MEET YOU . 


MOSS We are working on extending political debate to a reality TV show that his 
company will produce at an industrial estate in Milton Keynes. 


MACREA Viewers shall be encouraged to email their views in a climate of political 
unrest while wondering if JUGHEAD will win the heart of his damsel held captive by another 
team. 


CAMPBELL You can stand at ease guys ,GREAT IDEA BUT TRY NOT TO LOOSE 
YOUTH MARKET LIKE WE DID WITH DR DAVID OWEN AND DAVID STEEL. 


Macrea First | have to share a cup of OXO with the CEO of THE Victor company of 
Japan and convince his multinational to sponsor JUGHEAD in his fight to save the planet and 
rescue his girlfriend. Without them we might not have enough investment for the show. 


MENZIES CAMBELL It’s great to be with you guy’s on this,though I have to take a full kit 
inspection of volunteers at our newest constituency. 


THEY LET CAMPBELL'S GO AND WALK INTO THE OFFICE WITH BLUE TILED CARPET AND 
POLYTHENE TILED CEILING . 


MARLAINER You two are buttering up politicians to gain contracts now then. 
Moss All done in the best possible taste dear Macrea . 
DUNCAN MACREA I’ve got to persuade these Japs to come in with us when I get to London . 


MOSS | shall be away for a while . I’ve had the call from MATT HOUSTON caught 
in the administrative details of a pool hall and | have to continue showing my Dorothy 
Southern hospitality. 


Duncan Yes Moss but you leave your CEO Joe to run the office while you're away 
being a good old boy peeling apples for uncle Samuel. 


OLIVER | might need Joe on another case soon. And as MISSION TO JUPITER is on, 
I'd like you to bring our retired disc jockey from FELIXSTOWE over to the ranch ,and | can 
prepare him for blast off . 


MACREA I'll get DAVID MARCUS to speed to FELIXSTOWE and chaperone him to 
you. 
MOSS GREAT and you're all invited for launch day in LATIN AMERICA .Let’s go 


meet up with Dorathy and then l'Il come down to London with you. Then me and her shall 
catch a flight back to TEXAS where there is an assignment waiting for us. 


From OROBORUS towers in bath ,president Macrea travels down to LONDON for his meeting 
with the JAPANESE. 


president Macrea and his young bride Mariner reach the lobby and pass the reception desk 
on there way to a conference hall. 


MACREA | expect my Ken will have set up our display for our eastern friends by the 
time we start the meeting. 

MARLAINER He is the head of your R&D team at Milton Keynes isn’t he darling. 
MACREA That’s right darling, and I’m relying on him to get the JUGHEAD TV 


Production off the ground. 


They enter the conference room and greet the delegates of THE VICTOR COMPANY OF JAPAN, 
then Marlainer dims the lights and production manager KEN STRAKER starts a powerpoint 
demonstration WITH AN aerial fly over the CHAUCER INDUSTRIAL ESTATE . 


IT'S THE NEAR FUTURE AND AN ENERGY CRISIS HAS PERSUADED NORTH KOREA TO 
WITHDRAW DIPLOMACY FROM WESTER SOCIETY . 


JUGHEAD AND HIS FRIENDS HAVE FOUND SANCTUARY IN THIS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. 
MACREA What do you think of the show so far. 


MARLAINER Rubbish 


KEN STRAKER There shall be two or three teams competing against each other in 
competitions of skill. Jughead is assisted by JIM FERGUSSON and DAVID CHANG and to spice 
things up each team have a girlfriend “waiting” for him if he nabs her. 


ON THE SCREEN ARE ARTIST IMPRESSIONS OF THE GIRLFRIENDS 


KEN STRAKER This is a plan of the CHAUCER INDUSTRIAL ESTATE where | coordinate for 
PANORAMA and develop new product. 


MACREA that’s right Mr Yakamoto, he is my production manager . 


STRAKER | have spoken to the centre managers and have an agreement that 
we can use the park after business hours, so our next stage would be to cast our leading man. 


DUNCAN MACREA We've rented two units from the Chauser industrial estate and can 
only use them for filming in the evenings . 
MARLAINER DETRICH We're hoping to start filming in JUNE to take advantage of the longer 


day . 

KEN STRAKER The other ten units are helping to make all the props and sets . 
MACRA We keep the filming within the compound where possible . 
KEN STRAKER We've also got abseilers who are rigging up the roof so the two 
teams can abseil up and walk across a mock up train track between unit 1 and unit 4. 
MACREA Each week is a rescue operation with the Western super mares 


having Joan Chen from the Eastern alliance in their custody and the early Eastern lights have 
Genie . 


KEN STRAKER These are some rushes we've mad featuring our team captains JIM 
FERGUSSON and ERIC YOUNGBLOOD and a mock train track on the roof of unit 4 
JIM FERGUSSON | have you now Joan David Chang won't be able to rescue you . 


JOAN CHEN is fastened to the train track and JIM and ERIC are standing over her as she 
writhes around with her wrists and ankles tied . 
So what are your first thoughts on this show, Mister Yamamoto? 


MISTER YAMAMOTO I'm mainly interested in the interactive menu for the 
audience to follow all team members via their remote control . 

KEN STRAKER That will be an important feature of the series . 

MARLAINER As you can see from these aerial views we've built an assault course 


at the back of the INDUSTRIAL ESTATE and there are similar physical challenges in the units 
owned by both teams . 


KEN STRAKER So it's a very competitive physical show and viewers can follow every 
competitor on their remote controls . 
MACREA After the assault course comes the hunt , we're both teams have to 


protect the prize in the form of Joan Chen and Jeannie from their respective teams and luckily 
the CHAUCER INDUSTRIAL ESTATE has a driveway all the way around for high speed chase 
around a circuit on motorbikes quad bikes and custom vehicles made in units 3 . 


KEN STRAKER but unit 4 is a specialised printing firm that makes cheque books, birth 
certificates and test papers and sells them on the black market . 
MACREA You can bring all your people over. I'm sure we might be able to give them 


the first BRITISH DOCUMENTS and a few diplomas so what do you say? 
MR YAMAMOTO WELL YOU'VE FINALLY CONVINCED ME AND I'LL LET YOU HAVE MISS 
CHUNG LEE HEAR DURING THE PRODUCTION 


MACREA Nice to have her aboard, all my stars will be wearing sunglasses which are 
manufactured by us PANORAMA CHEMICALS . 
KEN STRAKER We make all types of solvents and products for the home and we're 


expanding into other markets . 


MACREA So I'm going to insist that all the contestants on JUGHEAD wear eye 
protection . I'm 


KEN STRAKER The only problem is that if they wear them they can't read the idiot cards 
and have to stay up late in the evenings remembering their lines for the next show 
MACREA What KEN is trying to say is that we've workshoped this series and we've 


adjusted the brightness and the contrast of our prompt screen so that our actors can see their 
dialogue even wearing panorama chemical sunglasses 

KEN STRAKER We're even going to promote a variety of impact goggles . 

MACREA Which are exclusive to panorama chemicals along with miracle follicle 
regain solution which is selling well in night clubs in north of England . 

MACREA Well what do you think of the show so far. 


YAKEMOTO considers for a moment before giving his reply.” 


MR YAKAMOTO My decision is based on the good publicity this could give my 
cooperation. We at VICTOR COMPANY OF JAPAN are keen to promote good intentions such as 
freeing JUGHEAD from the chains of his existence. You have our permission to develop this 
show with us as main sponsors. 


YAKAMOTO We would like a Japanese JUGHEAD though Duncan. 

MACREA* Great idea Yake, 

MACREA The end of show is our cookery section 

KEN STRAIKER Which is sponsored by cooking with culture which is already doing 


very well and syndicated television and loaned us that sky striker helicopter for promotional 
work 

CHUNG LEE And it starts like this 

Ken striker move to the next next slide on the PowerPoint program 


YES IT'S THAT EYE IN THE SKY, IT'S SYLVESTER MAKITTLEY.......... THEME TUNE.............. 
SYLVESTER MAKITTLY Today cooking with culture comes from the Chaucer industrial 
estate in Milton Keynes and we've got some sweet and savory delights for you. 

KEN STRAIKER After the opening credits they'll go back to the Eastern alliance 
team who are going to be taking up the challenge of cooking without your standard electrical 
judge kettle 


MARLAINER DETRICH And the Western alliance team will judge them on the final 
meal . 
KEN STRAIKER That could be anything from making instant mashed potato in 


the microwave or a jelly trifle, instant gravy or any prepackaged foods which is normally 
cooked using the jug kettle 


MACREA An example is making tea and coffee in the microwave rather 
than using the electric kettle . 
KEN STRAIKER In the pilot episode we intend to have Jim Ferguson giving us 


another anecdote about when he was living in a dorm without access to the kitchen and he 
turned on the hot tap and ran his finger under and it nearly scolded his hands . 

CHUNG LEE He said at this stage he got his nescafe gold blend out and 
made himself a delicious couple of black coffee straight from the hot tap . 

other members of the eastern alliance and the Western super meares we'll also contribute to 
this fascinating display of cooking in a microwave rather than using the jug kettle what do you 
think yucky 


MR YAMAMOTO After the energy crisis that will be a step in the right direction 
Duncan 


MACREA And a nice friendly way to end the show, so can we assume 
you want a whole series . 
MR YAMAMOTO Your ready for the pilot episode so make it sand send it to me 


and i'll decide , though i might need a publicity shoot with your spiritual leader OLIVER MOS 
before i commission a series Ok 
MACREA Yes that's fine YAKI , 


KEN ILL get back to MILTON KEENS and give the boys there the good news, we are 
as KEEN AS MUSTARD to get this off the ground. 


All four PANORAMA directors bow to the executives of THE VICTOR COMPANY OF JAPAN and 
head out of the conference room. 


At Heathrow airport the PANORAMA TEAM air waiting for there JAPANESE actor to arrive. 


Macrea how did Mr Yakemoto take it when you told him , | had already cast 
JUGHEAD and wanted someone to play GRAHAM CHANG. 


Chung lee He just bowed and said he had to finish white washing his garden fence and he 
leaves it all in your capable hands. 


GENE | see I’m going to have to take a tight rein on his ego Duncan. 


JIM FERGUSSON Yes ERIC ,but we're only available for JUGHEAD when we're not training for 
the VISCOUNT Rocket program . 


ERIC YOUNGBLOODWhich is having its final fixtures and fittings at an aircraft hanger over the 
otherside if the PEAK DISTRICT to the titan pothole . 


MARLAINER Are we going to the TITAN BASE after this Darling, 


MACREA NO YOU CROATIAN beauty, we are going to MILTON KEYNES TO SET UP 
PRODUCTION of JUGHEAD. 


THE Airport tannoy announces the arrival of their flight from Tokyo. 


MACREA Let’s grab a coffee while we wait. 


At STARBUCKS Duncan asks “ so don’t leave me in suspense CHUNG LEE who’s this big 
star we are waiting to meet. 


CHUNG LEE hands Duncan a card file with the resume and photo of a JAPANESE young man 
with the name DAVID CHANG. 


CHUNG LEE | Haven’t spoken to him yet , though it says here that he speaks 
perfect English. 


ERIC YOUNGBLOOD We are going out live across the world honey, we don’t have time 
for no translators or dubbing artists. 


JIM FERGUSSON I want my fans to thrill as | run down a high walkway, or jump down 
on a rival team base camp, 


MACREA They shall have the choice of the three teams to follow when they subscribe. 
They stay with the home team or see what’s going on with the EASTERN CONFEDERACY or 
GUEST TEAM.They simply select from an interactive menu . 


CHUNG LEE COMES BACK FROM the gates saying “ they are disembarking now Duncan „shall 
we go 


When the party of six makes it to CAROUSEL. 
MACREA Well done David you travelled light like | asked. 


David Chang retrieves his travel bag and joins the PANORAMA party. “ you said we would 
soon be outfitted with uniforms for the publicity photos , 


They get out into the car park where Duncan has a minibus waiting for them, and he guns the 
engine, pulls out and heads towards the M25. 


MACREA Next stop the Chaucer industrial estate Milton keynes, which will be your home 
throughout the production. 


Marlainer sits in the front passenger seat and she extracts a Cd from the glove compartment 
and puts it into the stereo. She then passes the case to CHUNG LEE. 


CHUNG LEE . You said on your resume that you were an accomplished singer so 
we are willing to put you to the test. To help you get into the caricature of GRAHAM CHANG 
you are to sing “SWEET CAROLINE” to end the show 


GENE What have you got for me then Duncan, am | to sing something. 


MACREA Give us an old CARPENTER'S CLASSIC like “goodbye to love “ when the political 
situation gets really bad and the NORTH KOREANS threaten to withdraw diplomatic ties with 
England and l'Il give you a bonus. 


It is getting dark when the van pulls onto the M25 and heads towards Milton Keens. 


ERIC So Gene, is it to be a full church wedding or a simple registry office. 
GENE You can have any of the other teams women JUGHEAD, It will not be me. 
ERIC Can’t you just feel the physical attraction between us, isn’t it romantic. 


GENE takes a swig of her Pepsi and says “ it’s nothing personal mate, but it’s a choice 
between stardom with you or back to the typing pool at Windsor . 


MACREA Look guy’s if we get this right there shall be a nice fat check from the VICTOR 
COMPANY OF JAPAN after | send the pilot episode off to their advertising department. Isn’t that 
right Chung. 


CHUNG LEE smiles at the stars of the show saying “ In addition to the contract I’m sure that 
my company will want you over in TOKYO for the publicity. 


MARLAINER HERE David, this is the firm your buying into , we are part of the 
OLIVER MOSS FOUNDATION, and this is there magazine.” She passes him the latest issue 
of which feature a strange man in a bumble bee costume. There is an article about a 
rounders match between these undergraduates and the TRAFALGAR GANG 


MACREA since our science reporter is doing an article for her magazine this month about 
the DRUTHGO experiment . 


MARLAINER That’s right dear and it’s time we had a commitment from that guy 
in FELIXSTOWE as well. 


MACREA yes well I’m leaving it to Joe Capp and Oliver to follow up on that project, 
though from what I’ve heard this morning they have their hands full in MOSCOW at the 
moment. 


ERIC When will the BULK CRUISER VISCOUNT team want us for training, then. 


MACREA They are about to start construction of the bulk cruiser at a disused aircraft 
hanger and | think they can spare you for our first season of our little TV show. 


CHUNG LEE MR YAMAMOTO is out of the office at the moment doing some 
gardening when | last spoke to him. He is white washing his garden fence, and says it is 
relaxing away from his office. 


They reach the outskirts of MILTON KEENS and head out of town towards an industrial area of 
which the CHAUCER ESTATE IS PROMINENT. By now it is dark and all production has finished in 
the various warehouses and factories leaving the whole site nearly empty. 


They drive straight to unit two where the JUGHEAD production manager is waiting for them. 
They park in the car park in front of the steel unit which looks like a small aircraft hangar. 


Ken Straker comes out to meet them 
MACREA Show us JUGHEADS base from where much of the filming shall be done then Ken. 


They head over to unit three and enter through the door to the right of large shutters . 


tHE STRIP LIGHTS REVEAL AN UPPER GANTRY with a workshop and storage space 
underneath . 


MACREA Looks basic now though I've got my set designers working with DINGLES 
PLASTICS in newtown and we'll rig up the rest before showtime . 


STRAKER This will interest you all. He leads our PANORAMA PARTY over to a table next to a 
large box .” if you have to defend this lair from the other teams then I’ve just received these 
guns” he opens the wooden box and pulls out two rifles and throws one at Eric. 


After a quick examination Eric shouts “ paint rifles I’ went paintballing GREAT IDEA. 


GENE And to think that millions of viewers are going to watch us live as we defend our lair 
from the EASTERN CONFEDERATION. 


MACREA isn’t it super, now let’s go see the quad bikes ken. 


They go to the end of the hanger and under the office behind a partition are three quad 
bikes. Ken“ have any of you actors used these before, cos you’re going to need a lot of 
practice.” 


MACREA that’s right as of tomorrow you can start practicing using the paint guns and 
make a couple of circuits of the estate. I'll call you all by your stage names from now on and 
that includes you DAVID or JACK BE NIMBLE, as the millions of viewers shall know you. 


STRAKER right then boss if you drop them off it there hotel , then I'll pick them up in the 
morning. 


CHUNG LEE And l'Il be staying with you three , and we shall fit you for costumes. 


